
of a joint summer academy. 
Both of us had organized acad-
emies in the past.

This week, Marie and I had a 
meeting that included two cur-
riculum staff members from 
each ESC and talked about 
topics and the idea of inviting a 
third ESC to join us.

Collaborating allows us to align 
topics with work that is taking 
place in the different districts 
and share resources, something 
that educational service centers 
are recognized as leaders at 
doing. 

Of course, the primary goal 
of the academy is to provide 
opportunities for educators to 
learn; become more knowl-
edgeable and better at being 
able to address student needs; 
and earn college credit for re-
newing licenses. 

And through collaboration, 
we’ll give attendees – teachers, 
administrators and parapro-
fessionals –an opportunity to 
choose from a wider selection 
of workshops. 

Our planning will continue with 
another meeting this month 
and a hope of having topics, 

When 
ex-
plain-

ing to people 
what an educa-
tional service 
center does, it 
comes down to 
our middle name: service.

In Pickaway County, we provide 
services to county schools that 
they might not be able to offer 
to students and staff otherwise.

And there are 51 other centers 
serving the state’s 88 counties. 
Why not work together?

For the past year or so, Marie 
Ward, superintendent of the 
Fairfield County ESC, and I have 
had some informal conversa-
tions about how we can collabo-
rate. 

Patti Webb, Pickaway County’s 
behavior specialist, is serving 
as a mentor to Fairfield’s new 
behavior specialist. 

From this collaboration, Marie 
and I started discussing the idea 

Here’s What I Think ...Ty Ankrom’s  

dates and locations solidified  
by late March.

You can help by letting me know 
of topics that would benefit 
you. Send an e-mail to me at 
ty.ankrom@pickawayesc.org.

     Ty Ankrom is the superinten-
dent of the Pickaway County 
Educational Service Center. He 
can be reached at ty.ankrom@
pickawayesc.org.
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“Anyone you will 

ever meet knows 

something  

you don’t.”

Bill Nye
“None of us is as 

smart as all of us.”

Ken Blanchard

“The most valuable 

resource that all teach-

ers have is each other. 

Without collaboration 

our growth is limited to 

our own perspectives.”

Robert John Meehan

“Those who have learned 

to collaborate  

and improvise  

most effectively 

have prevailed.”

Charles Darwin


