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Student Policies Goals
Student Policies Priority Objectives

Equal Educational Opportunities
School Attendance Areas
School Census

Student Attendance
Compulsory Attendance Ages
Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten)
Early Entrance to Kindergarten
School Admission
Admission of Resident Students
Admission of Homeless Students
Admission of Nonresident Students
Admission of Exchange Students
Admission of Interdistrict Transfer Students
Admission of Students from Nonchartered or Home Schooling
Intradistrict Open Enrollment
Assignment of Students to Schools
Assignment of Students to Classes
Student Withdrawal from School (Loss of Driving Privileges)
Student Absences and Excuses
Truancy
Student Dismissal Precautions
Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)
Released Time for Students
Open Campus
Released Time for Religious Instruction
Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance
Permanent Exclusion

Student Rights and Responsibilities
Student Due Process Rights
Student Involvement in Decision Making (Also ABC)
Student Government
Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
Student Dress Code
Care of School Property by Students
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JFCC Student Conduct on School Buses (Also EEACC)
JFCD* Underground Student Publications

JFCE* Secret Societies

JFCEA Gangs

JFCF Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JFCG No Tobacco Use by Students

JFCH Alcohol Use by Students

JFCI Student Drug Abuse

JFCIA* Prevention of Chemical Abuse

JFCIAA* Inpatient Treatment

JFCJ Weapons in the ESC

JFCK* Use of Electronic Communications Equipment by Students
JFCL* Unsafe Schools (Persistently Dangerous Schools)
JFD* Students of Legal Age

JFE Pregnant Students

JFEF* Married Students

JFG Interrogations and Searches

JFH* Student Complaints and Grievances

JET* Student Demonstrations and Strikes

JIG Student Discipline

JGA Corporal Punishment

JGB* Detention of Students

JGC* Probation of Students

JGD* Student Suspension

JGDA Emergency Removal of Student

JGE* Student Expulsion

JGF Discipline of Students with Disabilities

JH* Student Welfare

JHA* Student Insurance Program

JHB* Student Aid Programs

JHC* Student Health Services and Requirements

JHCA* Physical Examinations of Students

JHCB* Immunizations

JHCC Communicable Diseases

JHCCA Noncasual-Contact Communicable Diseases (Also GBEA)
JHCD Administering Medicines to Students

JHD* Student Psychological Services

JHDA* Psychological Testing of Students
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JHEA*
JHF
JHFA*
JHFB*
JHFC*
JHFD*
JHG
JHH
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Student Social Services
Home Visits
Student Safety
Supervision of Students
Student Safety Patrols
Student Bicycle Use
Student Automobile Use
Reporting Child Abuse
Notification About Sex Offenders

Student Awards and Scholarships

Student Volunteers for School and Public Service
Employment of Students

Student Gifts and Solicitations

Staff-Student Relations (Also GBH)

Student Fees, Fines and Charges

Student Records
Student Surveys

* These topics are not currently covered by Board policies.
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File: JA

STUDENT POLICIES GOALS

The Governing Board advocates the following goals to:

1.

2.

enhance equal educational opportunities for all students;
instill in all students the ability to be critical thinkers and to strive for lifelong learning;
promote consistent attendance;

ensure that the constitutional rights of all students as citizens in a democracy have
practical meaning and application;

develop in students a deep sense of personal responsibility for their actions;
attend vigorously to matters of student safety, health and welfare;
deal justly and constructively with all students in matters of discipline and

help all students feel that they are valued as individual persons in the school
environment.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: Ohio Const. Art. II

ORC 3313.20; 3313.48
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File: JB

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

All students of the ESC have equal educational opportunities.

Students have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin.
ancestry, citizenship status, religion, gender, sexual orientation, economic status, marital status,
pregnancy, age, disability or military status in all decisions affecting admissions; membership in
school-sponsored organizations, clubs or activities; access to facilities; distribution of funds;
academic evaluations or any other aspect of school-sponsored activities. Any limitations with
regard to participation in a school-sponsored activity are based on criteria reasonably related to
that specific activity.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.:

CROSS REFS.:

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
Civil Rights Act, Title VI; 42 USC 2000d et seq.
Civil Rights Act, (Amended 1972), Title VII; 42 USC 2000e et seq.
Executive Order 11246, 1965, amended by Executive Order 11375
Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX, Pub. L. No. 92-318 (1972)
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; 20 USC 1400 et seq.
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008; 42 USC 12101 et seq.
Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504
ORC 9.60 through 9.62

Chapter 4112
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04

AC, Nondiscrimination/Anti-Harassment

ACA, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Gender
ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability
GBA, Equal Opportunity Employment

IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio



File: JED

STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

Regular attendance by all students is very important. In many cases, irregular attendance is the
major reason for poor school work; therefore, all students are urged to make appointments, do
personal errands, etc., outside of school hours.

Reasons for which students may be excused include, but are not limited to:
1. personal illness of the student;
2. illness in the student’s family;

3. needed at home to perform necessary work directly and exclusively for parents or legal
guardians (applies to students over 14 years of age only);

4. death in the family;
5. quarantine for contagious disease;
6. religious reasons;

7. traveling out of state to attend a Governing Board-approved enrichment activity or
extracurricular activity (applies to absences of up to four days) or

8. as determined by the Superintendent.

Each student who is absent must immediately, upon return to school, make arrangements with
his/her teacher(s) to make up work missed. Students who are absent from school for reasons not
permitted by State law may, or may not, be permitted to make up work. Each case is considered
on its merits by the principal and the respective teacher(s). Students are requested to bring a note
to school after each absence explaining the reason for the absence or tardiness.

The Governing Board does not believe that students should be excused from school for vacations
or other nonemergency trips. The responsibility for such absences resides with the parent(s), and
they must not expect any work missed by their child to be retaught by the teacher. If the school is
notified in advance of such a trip, reasonable efforts are made to prepare a general list of
assignments for the student to do while he/she is absent.

The Governing Board authorizes the Superintendent to establish a hearing and notification
procedure for the purpose of denying a student’s driving privileges if that student of compulsory
school age has been absent without legitimate excuse for more than 10 consecutive days or a total
of at least 15 days during a semester or term.
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File: JED

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.609
3319.16
3321.01; 3321.03; 3321.04; 3321.13; 3321.14; 3321.19; 3321.38
4510.32

CROSS REFS.: IKB, Homework
JEDB, Student Dismissal Precautions
JHCC, Communicable Diseases

20f2
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File: JEDA

TRUANCY

The Governing Board endeavors to reduce truancy through cooperation with parents, diligence in
investigating the causes of absence and use of strict guidelines in regard to tardiness and
unexcused absence.

When the Governing Board determines that a student has been truant and that the parent,
guardian or other person having care of a child has failed to ensure the child’s attendance at
school, State law authorizes the Governing Board to require the parent to attend a specified
educational program.

This program has been established according to the rules adopted by the State Board of
Education for the purpose of encouraging parental involvement in compelling the child’s
attendance at school.

On the request of the Superintendent, or when it comes to the attention of the school attendance
officer or other appropriate officer of the ESC, the designated officer must investigate any case of
supposed truancy within the ESC and must warn the child, if found truant, and the child’s parent
in writing of the legal consequences of being a “habitual” or a “chronic” truant.

A “habitual truant” is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without a legitimate
excuse for five or more consecutive school days, seven or more school days in one month or 12
or more school days in a school year.

A “chronic truant” is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without legitimate excuse
for seven or more consecutive school days, 10 or more school days in one month or 15 or more
school days in a school year.

The parent is required to have the child attend school immediately after notification. If the parent
fails to get the child to attend school, the attendance officer or other appropriate officer, if
directed by the Superintendent or the Governing Board, must send notice requiring the child’s
parent to attend a parental education program.

For the correction of the “habitually truant” unruly child, the courts may now order the
Governing Board to require the child to attend an alternative school if one has been established.

The courts may order the “habitually truant” child not to be absent without legitimate excuse

from school for five or more consecutive days, seven or more school days in one school month or
12 or more school days in a school year.
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File: JEDA

Regarding “habitual truants,” the Governing Board must take as an intervention strategy any
appropriate action contained in the Governing Board policy, or the Governing Board may file a
complaint in juvenile court jointly against the child and the parent. The complaint must state that
the child is an “unruly child” by virtue of being a “habitual truant” and that the child’s parent
violated the School Attendance Law.

Regarding “chronic truants,” if the parent fails to get the child to attend school and the child is
considered a “chronic truant,” the Governing Board must file a complaint in the juvenile court
jointly against the child and the parent. The complaint must state that the child is a “delinquent
child” by virtue of being a “chronic truant” and that the parent has violated the School
Attendance Law.

The Governing Board directs the administration to develop intervention strategies that may
include the following:

1. providing a truancy intervention program for a habitual truant;
2. providing counseling for a habitual truant;

3. requesting or requiring a parent having control of a habitual truant to attend parental
involvement programs;

4. requesting or requiring a parent of a habitual truant to attend truancy prevention
mediation programs;

5. notification to the registrar of motor vehicles or

6. taking appropriate legal action.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.663
3321.03 through 3321.04; 3321.07 through 3321.09; 3321.19; 3321.191;
3321.22; 3321.38

CROSS REF.: JED, Student Absences and Excuses
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File: JEDB

STUDENT DISMISSAL PRECAUTIONS

Permission for a student to leave school when school is in session requires approval by the
school administrator or a person specifically designated by him/her to exercise that authority. In
evaluating requests for this permission, he/she gives primary consideration to the best interests of
the student and/or public welfare. Requests are not approved without a parent’s permission.
When a request originates from a person other than the parent(s), the school official in authority
contacts the parent(s) to obtain permission.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REF.: ORC 3313.20

CROSS REF.: JED, Student Absences and Excuses
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File: JF

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Students, like all citizens, have civil rights guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States.
The First Amendment, which ensures the freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and
petition, and the Fourteenth Amendment, which guarantees due process and equal protection,
apply in school environments.

The rights of an individual are preserved only by the protection and preservation of the rights of
others. A student is responsible for the way rights are exercised and must accept the
consequences of actions and recognize the boundaries of rights. Each exercise of an individual’s
rights must demonstrate respect for the rights of others.

These statements set forth the rights of students and the responsibilities which are inseparable
from these rights, which include the right to:

1. equal educational opportunity and freedom from discrimination and the responsibility
not to discriminate against others;

2. attend free public schools; the responsibility to attend school regularly and to observe
school rules essential for permitting others to learn at school;

3. due process of law with respect to suspension and expulsion;

4. free inquiry and expression and the responsibility to observe rules regarding these rights
and

5. privacy, which includes privacy with respect to the student’s school records.
As part of the educational process, students should be made aware of their legal rights and of the
legal authority of the Governing Board to make rules and delegate authority to its staff to make
rules necessary for the orderly operation of the schools.
A copy of the school discipline code is posted in each of the schools and given to each student.
This code describes in detail the offenses such as truancy, tardiness, property damage, etc., for

which disciplinary action may be taken. Copies of the code are available to any parent in the
school administrator’s office.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

1 of2



File: JF

LEGAL REFS.: U.S. Const. Amend. I
U.S. Const. Amend. XIV, Section 1
ORC 3313.20; 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662

CROSS REFS.: ABC, Student Involvement in Decision Making (Also JFB)
JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JFG, Interrogations and Searches
Student Handbooks

20f2
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File: JFB (Also ABC)

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION MAKING

Students share responsibility for developing a climate in the school which is conducive to
learning. Through participation in the decision-making process, students can be an important
resource for the improvement of the school, the educational system and the community.
Periodically, students may be asked to review Governing Board policies and school rules and
regulations. Final authority for all decisions rests with the Governing Board.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REF.: OAC 3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.: AD, Development of Philosophy of Education
BCE, Governing Board Committees
BCF, Advisory Committees to the Governing Board
JF, Student Rights and Responsibilities
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STUDENT CONDUCT
(Zero Tolerance)

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a way that exhibits respect and consideration for
the rights of others. Students of the ESC must conform with school regulations and accept
directions from authorized school personnel. The Governing Board has “zero tolerance™ of
violent, disruptive, harassing, intimidating, bullying or any other inappropriate behavior by its
students.

A student who fails to comply with established school rules or with any reasonable request made
by school personnel on school property and/or at school-related events is subject to approved
student discipline regulations. Students are also subject to discipline, as outlined in the Student
Code of Conduct for misbehavior that occurs off school property when the misbehavior
endangers the health and safety of students within the ESC or adversely affects the education
process. The Superintendent/designee develops regulations which establish strategies ranging
from prevention to intervention to address student misbehavior, and provides continuing
instruction in dating violence prevention in health education courses in grades 7 through 12.

Students and parents receive, at the beginning of each school year or upon entrance in the ESC
programs during the year, written information on the rules and regulations to which they are
subject while in school or participating in any school-related activity or event. The information
includes the types of conduct which are subject to suspension or expulsion from school or other
forms of disciplinary action. The Governing Board directs the administration to make all
students aware of the Student Code of Conduct and the fact that any violations of the Student
Code of Conduct are punishable. The rules also apply to any form of student misconduct
directed at a ESC official or employee or the property of a ESC official or employee, regardless
of where the misconduct occurs.

If a student violates this policy or the Student Code of Conduct, school personnel, students or
parents should report the student to the appropriate school administrator. The administration
cooperates in any prosecution pursuant to the criminal laws of the state of Ohio and local
ordinances.

The Student Code of Conduct is made available to students and parents and is posted in a central

location within each building.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]
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LEGAL REFS.: Gun-Free Schools Act; 20 USC 8921
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
Children’s Internet Protection Act; 47 USC 254(h)(5)(b)(iii);
(P.L. 106-554, HR 4577, 2000, 114 Stat 2763)
ORC 3313.20; 3313.534; 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination/Anti-Harassment
EBC, Emergency/Safety Plans
ECAB, Vandalism
EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)
JFCEA, Gangs
JFCF, Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JFCJ, Weapons in the Schools
JG, Student Discipline
JGA, Corporal Punishment
JGDA, Emergency Removal of Student
IM, Staff-Student Relations (Also GBH)
Student Handbooks

20f2
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File: JFCC (Also EEACC)

STUDENT CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES

The Governing Board furnishes transportation in compliance with State law. This fact does not
relieve parents of students from the responsibility of supervision until such time as the student
boards the bus and after the student leaves the bus at the end of the school day.

Students on a bus are under the authority of, and directly responsible to, the bus driver. The
driver has the authority to enforce the established regulations for bus conduct. Disorderly
conduct or refusal to submit to the authority of the driver is sufficient reason for refusing
transportation services or suspending transportation services to any student once proper
procedures are followed.

The Governing Board authorizes the Superintendent or other administrators to suspend a student
from school bus riding privileges for a period not to exceed one school year. The only due
process required is the student must receive notice of an intended bus riding suspension and an
opportunity to appear before the Superintendent or other administrator before the suspension is
imposed.

The Governing Board’s policy regarding suspension from bus riding privileges must be posted in
a central location in each school building and made available to students upon request.

Regulations regarding conduct on school buses, as well as general information about the school
transportation program, are available to all parents and students.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3327.01; 3327.014
OAC 3301-83-08

CROSS REFS.: JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JG, Student Discipline
Staff Handbooks
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File: JFCEA

GANGS

The Governing Board believes gangs or gang activity create an atmosphere where violations of
policies, regulations and State laws may occur. Gangs that initiate, advocate or promote
activities which threaten the safety or well-being of persons or which are disruptive to the school
environment are not tolerated by the ESC

Incidents involving initiations, hazings, intimidations and/or related activities of such group
affiliations which are likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, personal degradation or
disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm are prohibited.

The Governing Board directs the administration to establish regulations to ensure that any
student wearing, carrying or displaying gang paraphernalia or exhibiting behavior or gestures
which symbolize gang membership or causing and/or participating in activities which intimidate
or affect the attendance of another student is subject to disciplinary action. This includes all
forms and instruments of harassment and bullying, including electronic communications devices.

To provide increased awareness of the threat to the safety of students, staff and school property
which gang-related activity poses, training is provided on an as-needed basis. Presentations
provide training in current identification symbols used by those involved in gang-related activity
and include things such as the identification of hand signals, apparel, jewelry and/or any other
pertinent gang-related information.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.20; 3313.66; 3313.661

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination/Anti-Harassment
EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)

Student Handbooks
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