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* These topics are not currently covered by Board policies.
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INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS

The goals of the instructional program are considered guides rather than limits, which are flexible
enough to meet the changing needs of both students and society for all grade levels and subject

areas.

The ESC’s instructional goals include:

1.

helping meet the physical, intellectual and emotional needs of students, particularly the
need to inquire, learn, think and create;

helping students establish aesthetic, moral and ethical values;

helping students relate satisfactorily to others in circumstances involving their families,
work, government and recreation;

giving students a mastery of the basic skills of learning, thinking, problem solving,
reading, writing and computation;

teaching students to use the various media of self-expression;

instilling in students a knowledge of the social and natural sciences;

acquainting students with the richness of the national heritage;

stimulating students to work productively in the various areas of human endeavor and
acknowledging the importance of, and relating appropriately to, the home and other

social agencies in developing the habits and attitudes which make for effective personal
living and the maintenance of optimum physical and mental health.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: Ohio Const. Art. VI, Section 2

OAC 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: ADA, Educational Philosophy

AE, ESC Goals and Objectives
AFE, Evaluation of Instructional Programs (Also IM)
AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES
Instructors shall identify skills, knowledge and attitudes crucial to the student’s successful

movement to the next level of learning within each subject area and at each grade level.

A standards-based curriculum is developed and implemented according to state academic content
standards and the requirements established by the Ohio Administrative Code.

Courses of study are reviewed and updated as needed under the supervision of the
Superintendent/designee. This evaluation considers the achievement of learning objectives and
learning outcomes. This evaluation promotes and guides appropriate revision and updating. The
evaluated course of study is presented to the Governing Board for adoption or re-adoption.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: ADA, Educational Philosophy
AE, ESC Goals and Objectives
AFE, Evaluation of Instructional Programs (Also IM)
IA, Instructional Goals

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio



File: IB

ACADEMIC FREEDOM

Public education in a pluralistic society must strive to present, as objectively as possible, varied
events, activities and perceptions reflected in history, literature and other sources of humanity’s
thought and expression. A major goal of education in a free society is to develop persons who
can think critically, understand their culture, live compassionately with others, make sound
decisions and live with the consequences of their judgment. Because points of view differ and
biases exist, students must have access to materials which express this diversity of perspective.

It is the responsibility of the teacher to make certain that such access to materials presenting
various sides of an issue is available. Teachers must take into account the relative maturity of
their students and the need for guidance and help in studying issues and arriving at balanced
views. All instruction conforms to state academic content standards and adopted courses of
study.

The principle of academic freedom presupposes intellectual honesty on the part of the person
who exercises it and that he/she can and will discriminate among facts relating to an issue. In
expressing a personal opinion, a teacher makes it known to students that the view is his/her own
and does not attempt to bring students to a commitment to that personal viewpoint.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination/Anti-Harassment
EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)
INB, Teaching About Controversial Issues
JB, Equal Educational Opportunities

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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SCHOOL YEAR/SCHOOL CALENDAR

The school calendar for tliellowing school year is prepared by the Superintendent and
presented to the Governing Board for approval. The number of days scheduled for students
meets or exceeds the requirements of State law.

The calendar sets forth the days schools are in sebsi@hys, vacation periods,-service
training days and teacher orientation days.

In preparing the calendar, the Superintendent consults with other administrators in the member
school districts. He/She may provide opportunities for members of théostdifér suggestions
before recommending a calendar to the Governing Board for final consideration and adoption.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.48; 3313.481; 3313.482; 3313.483; 3313.62; 3313.63
3317.01

CROSS REF.: EBCD,Emergency Closings

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Continuing curriculum study and development are necessary in order to ensure that the ESC
meets the needs of the students in its schools.

Curriculum planning is based on the educational philosophy and goals approved by the
Governing Board. Specific objectives are developed by the staff and input from parents,
community members and other stakeholders is considered by the Governing Board. Such
planning must also take into consideration the legal requirements for students in basic subjects.

To ensure improved instruction as a result of curriculum changes, there must be close
coordination between new curriculum development and current instruction — program and
process — and their evaluation. There must be coordination across subject areas and articulation
of programs between grade levels. Implementation of new or revised curriculum must be closely
coordinated with staff development programs.

The Superintendent/designee is responsible for authorizing curriculum studies and for
establishing curriculum councils and advisory committees as needed.

The Governing Board expects all certified staff to work together in evaluating the educational
program and recommending additions and changes in courses, programs and instructional
approaches. All staff members have a professional obligation to the educational program,
including responsibility for working on curriculum committees. The certified staff is expected to
play an active role in curriculum development.

The Superintendent/designee provides the Governing Board with reports on the curriculum and

on the work of curriculum committees and recommends courses and programs for adoption by
the Governing Board.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-03; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: ABA, Community Involvement in Decision Making (Also KC)
ABB, Staff Involvement in Decision Making (Also GBB)
AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources
BCF, Advisory Committees to the Governing Board

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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HUMAN RELATIONS EDUCATION

This Governing Board fosters good human relations dealing with race, color, national origin,
ancestry, citizenship status, religion, gender, sexual orientation, economic status, age, disability
or military status through its instructional programs, its student activities and the classroom
environment.

The Governing Board encourages and supports the following approaches to human relations
education.

1. The curriculum for all students presents in context the accomplishments and
contributions of the races and cultures of our world.

2. Methods and techniques of classroom teaching emphasize the similarities and
likenesses of people of various backgrounds and cultures.

3. The staff refreshes its awareness of the facts that the public schools are among the
primary instruments for improving human relations through in-service training.

4. The schools work for an integration of ideas, people and material resources to provide
the best education to meet the demands of our society.

5. The schools strive to develop a positive self-image in each student’s thinking. They:
A. recognize the dignity and worth of the individual;

B.  provide students with the opportunity to acquire as broad an education as the
student’s capacity permits and

C. stimulate the development of respect for the laws of this country.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC Chapter 4112
OAC 3301-35-04(B)(1)(b)

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
ACA, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Gender
ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability
JB, Equal Educational Opportunities

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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HEALTH EDUCATION

The Governing Board is committed to a sound, comprehensive health education program as an
integral part of each student’s general education. At a minimum, the health education program
meets the requirements established by State law and includes instruction in nutrition; drugs,
alcohol and tobacco; venereal disease; personal safety and assault prevention (grades K-6) and
dating violence prevention (grades 7-12).

The Governing Board believes that the greatest opportunity for effective health education lies
with the public schools because of the opportunity to reach almost all students at an age when
positive, lifelong health, wellness and safety habits may be instilled.

The health education program emphasizes a contemporary approach to the presentation of health,
wellness and safety information, skills and knowledge necessary for students to understand the
functioning and proper care of the human body and tools for recognizing the characteristics of
healthy relationships and the warning signs of dating violence.

In an effort to promote a relevant approach to the instruction of health education, the Governing
Board continues to stress the need for curricular, personnel and financial commitments to ensure
a health education program of high quality in the public schools.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.60; 3313.666
3319.073
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: EB, Safety Program
EBC, Emergency/Safety Plans
EFG, Student Wellness Program
IGAG, Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco Education
IGAH, Family Life Education
IGAI, Sex Education
JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JFCF, Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JHF, Student Safety
JHG, Reporting Child Abuse

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO EDUCATION

The Governing Board views with concern the serious implications of drug, alcohol and tobacco
use by students. In keeping with its primary responsibility, the education of youth, the Governing
Board charges the staff to continue to investigate the causes of student involvement with drugs
and alcohol and to develop suitable preventive measures whenever feasible.

The Governing Board and the staff continue to seek ways to educate students about the dangers
of the misuse and abuse of drugs, alcohol and tobacco. Instructional units include sessions about
the causes and effects of drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse, especially in young people.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC Chapter 2925
3313.60; 3313.95
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: JFCG, No Tobacco Use by Students
JFCH, Alcohol Use by Students
JFCI, Student Drug Abuse

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION/SEX EDUCATION

The Governing Board believes that the purpose of family life and sex education is to help
students acquire factual knowledge, attitudes and values which result in behavior which
contributes to the well-being of the individual, the family and society.

Helping students attain a mature and responsible attitude toward human sexuality is a continuous
task of every generation. Parents have the primary responsibility to assist their children in
developing moral values. The schools should support and supplement parents’ efforts in these
areas by offering students factual information and opportunities to discuss concerns, issues and
attitudes.

In addition to the requirements listed below, the policies and regulations concerning the approval
of new curriculum content, units and materials apply to any course(s) dealing with family life and

sex education.

1. Instructional materials to be used in family life/sex education are available for review
by parents during school hours.

2. If, after review of materials used and a conference with the instructor and school
administrator, a parent requests that his/her child not participate in a given aspect of the
course, an alternate educational assignment is arranged for that student with the
approval of the school administrator.

3. Teachers who provide age-appropriate instruction in family life/sex education have
professional preparation in the subject area.
4. Instruction in sex education emphasizes the health benefits of abstinence.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
ORC 3313.60
OAC 3301-35-04

CROSS REF.: IGAE, Health Education

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

All students with disabilities living within the ESC are identified, evaluated and placed in
appropriate educational programs. Additionally, all parentally-placed private school children
with disabilities who reside in a state other than Ohio and attend a private school within the ESC
are located, identified and evaluated. Due process requirements, procedural safeguards and
confidential treatment of information are adhered to as required by State and Federal law.

The Superintendent is expected to supervise all special education programs and to assign a
member of the staff to coordinate efforts. The person designated is responsible for the
identification of students with disabilities, the evaluation of disabilities and evaluation
procedures, the design of individualized education programs (IEPs), plans and placement. All
procedures are in accordance with State and Federal law.

The IEP determined for each identified student is developed in accordance with the student’s
individual needs. The plan provides for re-evaluation of the student’s needs, progress and
effectiveness of the program being offered.

Although the ESC requires all students with disabilities to be tested, each student with a
disability is considered individually relative to his/her participation in the ESC’s educational and
testing programs. Alternative assessments may be required and students must make yearly gains
as defined by the adequate yearly progress indicator adopted by the State Board of Education and
be at a proficient level by the year 2014.

The Governing Board, by resolution, directs the administration to comply with and follow the
Ohio Department of Education, Office of Exceptional Children’s model special education
policies and procedures.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2011]

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act; 20 USC 1400 et seq.
Rehabilitation Act; 29 USC 706(8), 794, 794a

504 Regulations 34 C.F.R. Part 104
504 Regulations 34 C.F.R.300.131
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008; 42 USC 12101 et seq.
State Department of Education, Special Education Policies and Procedures,
Free Appropriate Public Education-101
ORC 3313.50
3323.01 et seq.
3325.01 et seq.
OAC Chapter 3301-51
3301-55-01
1 of2
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CROSS REFS.: ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability
IL, Testing Programs
JB, Equal Educational Opportunities
JGF, Discipline of Students with Disabilities
KBA, Public’s Right to Know

20f2

Pickaway County Educational Service Center, Circleville, Ohio
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PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

As an expression of its commitment to provide a free appropriate public education for students
with disabilities in accordance with Federal and State laws, rules and regulations, the Governing
Board does hereby resolve to implement the following.

1.

Child Identification

Ongoing efforts are made to identify, locate and evaluate children below 22 years of age
who reside within the ESC and have a confirmed or suspected disability in accordance
with all federal regulations and state standards. Additional efforts are made to identify,
locate and evaluate all parentally-placed school children who reside outside of the state,
attend a private school within the ESC and have a confirmed or suspected disability.

Procedural Safeguards

The child with a disability and his/her parent(s) are provided with safeguards, as
required by law, throughout the identification, evaluation and placement process and
the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child.

Multifactored Evaluation

The ESC provides a multifactored evaluation for children with disabilities by ensuring
that children are assessed in their native language or other mode of communication.
Tests are used for their validated purposes. Children are evaluated in all areas related to
their suspected disability. Testing is conducted by a multidisciplinary team. Testing
materials and procedures are not racially or culturally biased. Tests are administered by
trained personnel qualified in accordance with all federal regulations and state standards
and in conformance with the instructions provided by the producer. Medical
evaluation, when required as part of the multifactored evaluation, is provided at no cost
to the parent(s) by a licensed physician designated by the Superintendent/designee when
other no-cost resources are not available.

Individualized Education Program

An individualized education program (IEP) is developed for each child with a disability
who needs special education. The IEP is designed to meet the unique educational needs
of the child and developed in a planning conference. The parent(s) of the child are
strongly encouraged to participate in the planning conference. The IEP is reviewed and
revised as often as necessary, but at least annually.

1 of3
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Least Restrictive Environment

The education of children with disabilities occurs in the least restrictive environment.
Special education programs and services are appropriate and designed to meet the
unique needs of each child with a disability. To the maximum extent appropriate,
children with disabilities, including children in public or private institutions or other




